
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



318 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL [December 

sought to exemplify his philosophy of teaching by the book itself. He has 
made it interesting without making it formal. 



Book for leaders of school bands and orchestras. — In general, school bands 
and orchestras are directed by persons who are not professional musicians 
and who have had small experience in such work. A handbook, 1 prepared 
by the director of music of the Oakland, California, public schools, provides a 
practical aid for such persons. It deals with the concrete problems which 
arise in organizing and directing bands and orchestras in both elementary and 
high schools. Back of the writer is the experience of the Oakland schools 
which have been doing a superior type of music work. 

The book takes up the question of how to organize instrumental instruc- 
tion, and comments on the co-operation of the superintendent and board of 
education. It follows this by a detailed explanation of the composition of 
school bands; how many and what kinds of instruments are necessary; how 
the more expensive instruments should be provided; and detailed information 
about each kind of instrument used. There is a chapter on tuning instruments; 
one on seating plans for bands and orchestras; a very helpful chapter on the 
work of the conductor; and another on transposition of music. An extensive 
bibliography of selections suitable for school use is added. 

For music leaders who lack professional training this book will be most 
helpful. It is practical, concise, and is written by one who has first-hand 
knowledge of the problem. 



Educational toys. — The interest which the season brings in children's 
playthings may be capitalized by the schools if it is given proper supervision. 
According to a recent book* on the subject, a toy may become an educational 
tool if it meets the following requirements: 

i. It must be within the child's power. 

2. It must excite and sustain interest. 

3. It must possess educational value. 

4. It must be adaptable to light wood construction. 

5. It must conform in size and complexity to the limited space and equipment of 
classroom conditions [p. 5]. 

In his book Mr. Petersen has given a manual for the construction of such 
toys in the process of regular school work. Full directions and patterns are 
given for a large amount of work which may be undertaken in the elementary 
school. 

1 Glenn H. Wood, School Bands and Orchestras. Boston: Oliver Ditson Co., 
1920. Pp. 198. 

"Louis C. Petersen, Educational Toys. Peoria, Illinois: Manual Arts Press, 
1920. Pp. 112. $1.80. 
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With the same purpose in view a series of toy patterns 1 has also been pro- 
vided. It consists of a portfolio of twelve sheets of patterns for toys suitable 
for schoolroom construction. This material would doubtless add interest to 
many manual training classes. 
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